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RIVERSIDE — Let’s face it: when it comes to weddings, 
the lion’s share of the attention is focused on the bride.

Sure, we all love the fl ower girls and ring-bearers, undeni-
ably scene stealers. And the bridesmaids may also attract some 
looks. Ditto for the proud parents of the bride and groom.

But the groom — well, he’s offi cially the bride’s co-star, 
but in truth, he’s often more like a bit player.

But the times, they are a-changin’. And that was obvious 
on a recent evening at The Madison.

Called “A Unique Wedding Expo,” the evening featured 
fashions for the bride, and at least as much emphasis on 
fashions for the not-neglected groom. Along with the female 
models in wedding gowns, male models strutted their stuff in 
classic tuxedos, white dinner jackets, and even pink neckties, 
a testament to newer ideas about what grooms and groomsmen 
choose and enjoy these days.

According to event planner Lisa Johnson, that masculine tilt 
was not accidental. “We recognize that many couples plan their 
weddings together,” said Johnson, founder of Lisa Johnson 
Communications in Linwood.

As couples braved a heavy downpour outside, indoors there 
were music, food, fashion, fun and information for couples 
planning their big day or night. It was defi nitely a his-and-hers 
experience, with some special nods to the guys.

There were cigar rollings and craft beer samplings, and as 
an added incentive, The Madison, a popular wedding venue, 
offered a complimentary $500 wedding package credit for 

those who booked their weddings by a certain deadline and 
with a certain number of guests.

On the scene and enjoying the buzz were Paul McIntire, 27 
and his fi ancee, Angelina Armente of Mount Laurel. The plan-
ning for their Dec. 7 wedding is well underway, but there were 
still decisions to be made, and a cake sampling to “endure.” 
That seems a favorite of many grooms.

The bride and groom, who both work in the fi nancial world, 
did not agree at fi rst on Paul’s attire — his bride was thinking 
a three-piece suit. But he was going for a classic tuxedo and 
that was fi ne with the bride.

For Cyefa Stallings of Runnemede, Camden County, and 
Marc Worthy of Cinnaminson, who will be married Nov. 10, 
the co-ed Bridal Expo seemed a great idea.

“We still have a few loose ends,” said the groom, “but it’s 
still basically her day, so I’m doing what she wants.”

And what she wants is a classic tuxedo jacket — simple 
and elegant.

One busy vendor was Suzanne Lankenau, owner of the 
Riverside Floral Co. “We’re defi nitely seeing more of the 
grooms involved in making decisions about fl owers — 
about half of them are really quite involved,” she said. 
Cube vases and topiaries, said Lankenau, are increasingly 
popular with modern wedding couples.

And the more things change, the more they stay the same. 
“One of our most popular fl ower choices is the rose — it’s just 
regarded as beautiful and romantic.”

Even fi tness is a bride-groom 
joint decision and activity. 
Former Philadelphia Eagles 
player Tra Thomas was at the 
event to offer guidance to cou-
ples wanting to get in shape 
for the walk down the aisle.

According to Thomas, 
owner of 7Deuce Sports, a 
training center in Medford, 
bridal packages exist for 
wedding parties, and yes, 
brides and grooms sign on.

“Who doesn’t want to 
look great on their wed-
ding day?” he said. 

And by then, it’s defi -
nitely fi ne to indulge in 
that wedding cake.

50 years ago today:21 soldiers are hit by a car on Fort Dix while marching across Range Road during night training.
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They may be small and almost impossible to 
see, but don’t let their size fool you. Head lice 
are powerful little buggers and they are most 
comfortable setting up shop right on top of 
your kids’ heads.

These tiny, wingless parasites thrive in 
human hair, feeding on extremely small 
amounts of blood from the scalp, and fi nd 
themselves particularly drawn to children 3 
through 12.

While they are not dangerous and don’t 
spread disease, they can be downright pests and 
are highly contagious, spreading quickly from 
person to person. Lice love group settings such 
as schools, child care centers, slumber parties 
and summer camps.

Let’s face it, as well as we label camp clothes 
and towels, they are bound to get shared. 
Between that and close quarters, especially at 
sleep-away camps, lice live it up this time 
of year.

Although they can’t fl y or jump, lice have 
specially adapted claws that allow them to crawl 
and cling tightly to hair. Sharing clothing, bed 
linens, combs, brushes and hats help transfer 
these unwanted creatures. Head to head contact 
through hugging or playing can also spread lice.

Just the mention of the word “lice” has most 
people literally itching. Lice certainly let their 
unhappy hosts know they have moved in. They 
can cause tickling, and the urge for constant 
scratching can lead to infections in some cases.

The good news, according to Evesham pedi-
tarician Dr. Heidi Weinroth, is that even a lice 
novice can conquer these unwelcome guests. 
“An understanding of the life cycle of this bug 
is essential to ensure that your treatment 
methods will be successful,” she said.

After seven days, lice mate and lay eggs. 
When the eggs hatch, the cycle begins all over 
again. Early identifi cation will make treatment 
much easier. Treatment can get tricky, though. 
“It is two-fold as one must treat the head and 
the environment,” said Weinroth, who recom-
mends all clothing, bedding, and towels used 
two days before treatment be washed with hot 
water. Items that cannot be put in the wash-
ing machine, such as hair brushes, should be 
soaked in boiling water for 10 minutes. Treat-
ing a child’s head can be done with over-the-
counter products if directions are followed 
meticulously.

With some precaution and care, kids and 
their parents can have a great, pest-free 
summer. That should make for some truly 
happy campers.
Rachel Simpson is a freelance writer and mother of two young 
children. Contact her at momtomomcolumn@yahoo.com 

Models (from left) Joseph Pellicore, Daniel Halgas and 
Nicholas Lafranchi pose at the Smoking Dog Cigar table at 
the His and Hers wedding event at The Madison in Riverside.  

An engaged couple looks at a wedding cupcake display. 

Models show off attire 

for both brides and 

grooms outside The 

Madison in Riverside. 

“Groom-inspired” 

martinis offered 

in the bar and 

cocktail lounge.  

Editor’s Note
Mom to Mom is a new column written by 
Rachel Simpson, a mother of two young chil-
dren who provide her with lots of good mate-
rial. Each week on the B1 Local page, she will 
write about topics of interest to parents.


